
A Message from Principal Holbrow

Welcome back.
I am very excited to be working as the principal of these two campuses and Home-Based
Education for Black Gold School Division. I have been in administration for 18 years with the last 4
as the principal of New Sarepta Community High School. I jumped at the opportunity to work with
these amazing teachers and support staff and to meet the many wonderful students who are
looking for another way to get their education. Like everyone else in these buildings, I believe that
there are many ways to educate yourself and it is important to �nd the way that works best for you.



I have a musical background, starting to play when I was 8 years old
and I haven’t stopped. I still play with a community band in
Edmonton that has allowed me to tour in Europe three times, so
far. I love going to the theatre, to concerts, to movies, art galleries.
In other words, I am very engaged with the arts. I also love watching
football and hockey.

I look forward to meeting you and working with you whether you are
a student, a parent or a community member. We have a terri�c
school that we are proud of.

Put This On Your Calendar...

August 28 - FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL - Welcome Back!
September 2 - NO SCHOOL - Labour Day
September 20 - PD DAY - No school for students
September 30 - NO SCHOOL - National Day for Truth and Reconciliation
October 11 - PD DAY - No school for students
October 14 - NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Day
October 31 - Happy Halloween
November 1 - PD DAY - No school for students
November 3 - Daylight Savings Time (Turn your clocks back)
November 11 - NO SCHOOL - Remembrance Day
November 12 - 15 - NO SCHOOL - Fall Break
November 18 - Classes Resume

Returning Loaned items over the summer



Hi Parents,

When you are checking out report cards, please also check the fees and forms section of your
Powerschool parent portal. If loaned items are returned over the summer, fees will be removed in
the Fall. There is a 24 hour drop box located next to the entrance for convenient returns.

Those students who are registering in the Teacher Directed Program for grades 1-9, your Program
Plan Meetings can be scheduled now. Please email Mrs. Melnyk to set them up



tracy.melnyk@gshare.blackgold.ca

Teacher Directed Moodle Classroom
We will be utilizing our Moodle Capacity this year. Students and parents are required to watch the
Moodle Tutorial video below. Please familiarize yourself with the video. The Moodle Site can only
be access with the student's Blackgold account. It is the same log-in credentials that you use to
check your Blackgold email (same username and password). You can access all of your materials
digitally, watch video tutorials, and scan in your work all by using Moodle.

Website https://moodle.blackgold.ca/ . We will also be requesting that work submitted digitally
(scanned or pdfs) be uploaded through the Moodle dropboxes. Instructions are found in each
Moodle course. Please don’t hesitate to ask for help!

Please note Mrs. Melnyk will enroll you in the courses - you are NOT required to self enroll - ignore
that part in the video. See the video below - click the link 👇

Moodle Tutorial.mp4

 drive.google.com

Parent Directed Program Plan Meetings

Parent Directed Home Ed Program Plan Meetings can be scheduled now. Please email Mrs. Melnyk
to set them up tracy.melnyk@gshare.blackgold.ca

Parent Directed - Home Education Reimbursement Information
Are you enrolled in the Parent Directed Home Education Program with us? We have included an
easy checklist for your Home Education Reimbursements. The PDF below is attached. The
reimbursements are for this school year only. Receipts must be dated for August 2024 - May 2025.
Deadline to submit reimbursements June 1, 2025. For all other information, check out our website
here: https://hbs.blackgold.ca/parents/standards-for-home-education-reimbursement/
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Reimbursement-Claim-Form-Checklist-2019-2020-3.pdf Download
848.3 KBPDF

Kickstand

Kickstand Connect is a virtual walk-in clinic for Albertans aged 11-
25 (but they said their age range is soft; kids will not be denied if
they are older or younger than that). Their services are provided by
Alberta-certi�ed providers, and there is NO COST associated with
them.

There is NO limit to how many times a kid can access the walk-in services; they will be directed to
further support if their needs are more intensive. This program has a TON of connections to other
mental health support programs in the province.
https://mykickstand.ca/connect/
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Community Events

Beaumont Library Calendar - Art Escapes, Book Clubs, Chess, Teen Resume Help
Beaumont Public Library Scavenger Hunt!

Loaner BSRC Family Membership - Want to borrow a family membership for a week? Contact the
HBS!

CARC Virtual Webinars (Link) - Free & online!
Leduc City Guide
Leduc Fieldhouse Schedule
Leduc County Calendar - Family Paint Nights, PD Day Hangouts, Family Fun Sports Days, Grief
Support
Leduc Library Calendar

Telus World of Science Edmonton - https://telusworldofscienceedmonton.ca/

Royal Tyrrell Museum - link for more info

https://beaumontlibrary.com/
https://carcpd.ab.ca/learning-opportunities/
https://www.leduc.ca/cityguide
https://live.leduc.ca/leduc/public/category/browse/FIELDHOUSE
https://calendar.leduc-county.com/Default/Month?StartDate=11/01/2023
https://leduclibrary.ca/Programs-More/Program-Calendar
https://telusworldofscienceedmonton.ca/
https://tyrrellmuseum.com/whats_on
https://tyrrellmuseum.com/whats_on


June2024 Board Highlights
The June 19, 2024 Board Highlights are attached and have been posted to our website at: News.
They are also posted to our Board Highlights website section.

The Board Highlights are a summary of our Board of Trustee meetings to communicate pertinent
information to our staff, school councils, parents, students and stakeholders. To be
environmentally friendly, paper copies are not provided to the schools and School Council Chairs.
The minutes of the regular meeting and organizational meeting of the Board of Trustees are also
posted to our Division website.

If you cannot access the Board Highlights from the links above, please view them from our
website as follows:

www.blackgold.ca
Board
Board Highlights
Board Highlights - June, 2024 & School News

The HBS Staff Contacts

All general Inquiries, please email: hbs@blackgold.ca
School phone: 780-929-5784

Principal - Mr. David Holbrow - David.Holbrow@gshare.blackgold.ca
Coordinator - Mrs. Tracy Melnyk - tracy.melnyk@gshare.blackgold.ca
Secretary - Mrs. Jennifer Hay - jennifer.hay@gshare.blackgold.ca
Grades 1-6 & Personalized - Mrs. Marla Kniesel - marla.kniesel@gshare.blackgold.ca
Grades 7-9 - Mrs. Kristen Gilchrist - kristen.gilchrist@gshare.blackgold.ca
Curriculum Developer - Mrs. Najibe Kirameddine najibe.kirameddine@gshare.blackgold.ca
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Come Visit Us

Home Based School Website

How to Use Moodle - Tutorial Video

2024-2025 Division School Calendars

School Handbook 2023-2024

Home Education Handbook

Parent Directed Reimbursement Information 2023-2024

Virtual Open House

https://maps.app.goo.gl/5CM5esVByrtKW2av8
https://hbs.blackgold.ca/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YxjF2UQu_o98NejmTOJqPIbbaLdgbWcu/view?usp=sharing
https://www.blackgold.ca/division-annual-calendar-2/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FlrKANZgXz0Gf9KuBd-qIZCVQ2f7puFw/view?usp=sharing
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/0fdb8ef7-030f-4ffd-aa6d-2c0a001af674/resource/2e9fdd10-cd00-4285-8a95-2cd9963572bb/download/educ-home-education-handbook-2023.pdf
https://hbs.blackgold.ca/parents/standards-for-home-education-reimbursement/
https://kuula.co/share/collection/7Jmcc?logo=0&info=0&fs=1&vr=1&zoom=1&gyro=0&thumbs=1




Mission Statement

Black Gold is a leading school division in creating innovative
programming to inspire and create success for students. Black
Gold Home-Based School is committed to providing �exible
learning options so every student can achieve. Home-Based
education choices work in cooperation with students, parents and
Black Gold Schools to ensure quality program planning and
transition. Home-Based School provides opportunities for Parent-
Directed or Teacher-Directed programs and is respectful of parent choice and collaboration. We
believe to achieve their full potential, children must be the center of all decisions related to
learning and provide course work online or in print in a variety of environments. Home-Based
education allows for a personalized learning opportunity for students who require �exibility.

Tracy Melnyk
Tracy is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters


