
A Message from Principal Holbrow

We are tremendously proud of the students who are graduating this

year. We know that each of them has had a remarkable journey that

has finally led to the completion of high school. Some of our

students found regular classroom instruction overwhelming with

too many kids or too many distractions. Some of our students did

what they could in the classroom, but it was not enough and

needed to come to us to finish those pesky courses they could not



complete. Some of our students had busy and challenging lives outside of school and needed

more flexibility to complete their learning.

No matter what their story, they found a place that allowed them to do what they needed to do. And

as many of you know, this learning is not easier than the classroom environment. Just different.

Our students have to learn to be much more independent, to motivate themselves, to commit to

finding time to work on the materials.

We know we contributed a little to each student’s success, and we know that many of our students

have a support network that contributed to their success, but ultimately, each student did the work.

For those not graduating this year, look at their success as your inspiration. Those feeling like they

have too much left, know that every step gets you closer. You have a couple of weeks left to finish

work this year. Hand in those final assignments. Come in and write those exams. Find your own

success that takes you to the next level towards finishing high school.

We believe in you.

Mr. Holbrow

Principal

Put This On Your Calendar...

2025-2026 School Year

June 9 Year End BBQ 2:00 - 7:00 All Students and Families are

invited!

June 21 National Indigenous People's Day AND Father's Day

We want to thank all those who participated in the school events, and look forward to seeing you

next year for some more monthly fun together.



The name June came from the Roman goddess Juno who was the goddess of marriage,

childbirth, and love.

June is the beginning of Summer whereas it is the beginning of Winter in the Southern

Hemisphere (below the equator).

Each year March and June ends on the same day of the week.

In the United States, the month of June has a bug named after it, the June Bugs or June Beetle.

No other month in the calendar year (leap years or not) begins on the same day of the week as

June.

June is a popular name for girls.

June was called sera monath by the Anglo-Saxons, which translated to "dry month".

More Nobel prize winners are born in June, than in any other month.

Some of the famous people throughout history or today with June birthdays are Anne Frank,

Che Guevara, George H. W. Bush, Morgan Freeman, Johnny Depp, Nicole Kidman, Angelina

Jolie, Neil Patrick Harris, Marilyn Monroe, Elon Musk, George Orwell, Chris Pratt, and Ariana

Grande.

https://www.madewithhappy.com/winter-printables/






What's new at CHER?

Lots and lots and lots!

Looking for the newest homeschool curriculum from our exceptional suppliers? Hoping to find

fresh resources that elevate your educational journey? At CHER we have been busy gathering

exciting options for you to peruse.

We are proud to offer the largest variety of homeschool resources in Canada. Our goal is to

provide this extensive selection with the intention of supporting and enriching your learning

experience in every way that we can.



Visit our website to see what new-to-CHER resources we have recently added to support you and

your family. Is there a product that we don't carry but you think we should? Let us know! We would

love to share your favorite resource with others in the homeschooling community.













Whether your child is into sports, science, drama, dance, gymnastics, nature, or technology, there is

an extracurricular option in Edmonton & Area to fit their unique interests! We are hunting for the

BEST Lessons and classes for Kids to add to our list and share with your family. Our goal is to help

keep your kids active and engaged throughout the school year by trying something new or getting

back to a beloved activity!

Best Lessons for Kids in Edmonton & Area

https://glqvzncab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0017W-hgzJRB3QhxlUYOeByunaH4wPjLNa7elhWLdQj0auUNPtZJ0J5aLfGccoBEEc8x9mFWe4tAf0LEv1npErnMls9yAvM9CE8kApZ_5clKZlyGdUh_TvBCif9ZPTqrAyjitUhKDDpLjkBmMxIeSKfxAEv_Q5d-bMACYroKAiRzWgsswVOSOwFsDhObhUOVsWb9aDx8kVHHM8=&c=Gyr1fMMSjj72CMumVpDxAv9UFAKJ6yRP_0m6qI1RRw7nVPEWlWl_8A==&ch=LTeChE8NqLrnuue2l_t_nDJFFAW5V93CvacSqCYOZZbj3VMyxjzF2g==


Teacher Directed Moodle Classroom

We will be utilizing our Moodle Capacity this year. Students and parents are required to watch the

Moodle Tutorial video below. Please familiarize yourself with the video. The Moodle Site can only

be access with the student's Blackgold account. It is the same log-in credentials that you use to

check your Blackgold email (same username and password). You can access all of your materials

digitally, watch video tutorials, and scan in your work all by using Moodle.

Website https://moodle.blackgold.ca/ . We will also be requesting that work submitted digitally

(scanned or pdfs) be uploaded through the Moodle dropboxes. Instructions are found in each

Moodle course. Please don’t hesitate to ask for help!

How to use Moodle to Submit your Assignments.

First, download a free version of Adobe Scan free from the App Store.

Watch a quick tutorial here: Adobe Scan Tutorial

Then, go to your Black Gold Moodle at: https://moodle.blackgold.ca/

Log in with your BGSD login and password.

https://moodle.blackgold.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HE3IRDblu8U
https://moodle.blackgold.ca/


Here is a quick tutorial to watch: Moodle Video

Remember, we have already added you to your classes. If you are missing a class, email Mrs.

Andersen at nicole.andersen@blackgold.ca.

You will be looking for the “Dropboxes” in the menu. That is where you will upload your

assignments.

For example, “Assignment 1A” goes in the “Assignment 1A Dropbox”.

PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE UPLOADING THE CORRECT ASSIGNMENT IN THE CORRECT

DROPBOX

Please note your teacher will enroll you in the courses - you are NOT required to self enroll - ignore

that part in the video.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1so6mxKTQGMMQAuqeS5w3hKY8m3-k2CD0/view


Kickstand

Kickstand Connect is a virtual walk-in clinic for Albertans aged 11-

25 (but they said their age range is soft; kids will not be denied if

they are older or younger than that). Their services are provided by

Alberta-certified providers, and there is NO COST associated with

them.

There is NO limit to how many times a kid can access the walk-in services; they will be directed to

further support if their needs are more intensive. This program has a TON of connections to other

mental health support programs in the province.

https://mykickstand.ca/connect/

Jack.org

Jack.org is a Canadian youth mental health organization dedicated

to ensuring young people feel supported throughout their mental

health journey. Our work focuses on early intervention, helping prevent crises before they happen

by equipping youth and the adults who support them with practical knowledge and skills.

https://mykickstand.ca/connect/


Leduc County Family Resource Network (FRN)

Leduc County Family Resource Network (FRN) offers permanent drop-in hours at its two facilities,

located in Devon and Thorsby.

All families are welcome to drop in and join FRN staff for:

coffee and snacks

resources and referrals

monthly prize draws

free Wi-Fi and computer use

games and crafts

programs and supports

FRN facility locations

Devon: 5 Jasper Court in the Old Robina Baker School

Open Mondays from 2 to 8 p.m.

Thorsby: 4711 48 Ave. in the modular building across from the Arctic Spas Recreation Complex

Open Tuesdays from 2 to 8 p.m.

Open Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Please note: drop-in hours will be closed when school busses are not running.

For more information, contact Leduc County FRN at 780-979-2385 or frn@leduc-county.com

mailto:frn@leduc-county.com


Please take some time to read the Newsletter prepared each month by our division Indigenous

Coordinator Michael Swampy.

Cree Word of the Month:

tapahtêyimowin Humility

Words of wisdom shared by Betty Simon, from Maskwacis AB. Translation here

Humility is to know yourself as a sacred part of creation.

We feel humbled when we understand our relationship with creation

Never think that we are more important than anyone

We are not above or below others in the circle of life

Learn from mistakes, change for the better

Work on creating your self esteem

We will lose ourselves when we do not live in humility

It is humbling to be poor

Freedom from pride and arrogrance

Not to continually talk of past achievements, you have not done enough if you must

Always be humble and strive for excellence

Humility is to live your life free from arrogance, to not be boastful, and to have a modest sense of

your own worth

“We are just a strand in the web of life” and we respect and value life

https://sites.google.com/gshare.blackgold.ca/indigenous-education/indigenous-education/news-and-events/newsletter?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gshare.blackgold.ca/indigenous-education/indigenous-education/n%C3%AAhiyaw%C3%AAwin-values


Challenger is new programming we started last year in partnership with the Jays Care Foundation

and we are hoping to grow in 2026. The program is for individuals living with physical and/or

cognitive disabilities



2026 Board Highlights can be found here: https://www.blackgold.ca/board-highlights

If you cannot access the Board Highlights from the links above, please view them from our

website as follows:

www.blackgold.ca

Board

Board Highlights

https://www.blackgold.ca/board-highlights
http://www.blackgold.ca/


The HBS Staff Contacts

All general Inquiries, please email: hbs@blackgold.ca

School phone: 780-929-5784

Principal - Mr. David Holbrow - David.Holbrow@gshare.blackgold.ca

Assistant Principal - Mrs. Nicole Andersen - nicole.andersen@gshare.blackgold.ca

Secretary - Mrs. Jennifer Hay - jennifer.hay@gshare.blackgold.ca

Grades 1-6 & Personalized - Mrs. Marla Kniesel - marla.kniesel@gshare.blackgold.ca

Grades 7-9 - Mrs. Kristen Gilchrist - kristen.gilchrist@gshare.blackgold.ca

Curriculum Developer, Grades 7- 9 Social & ELA - Ms. Andrea Collins -

andrea.collins@gshare.blackgold.ca

Curriculum Developer, Grades 7- 9 Social & ELA - Mrs. Danielle Manchak-Conroy -

danielle.manchak@gshare.blackgold.ca

Educational Assistant - Mrs. Kiran Shaikh kiran.shaikh@gshare.blackgold.ca

Come Visit Us

Home Based School Website

How to Use Moodle - Tutorial Video

Division School Calendars

School Handbook

mailto:hbs@blackgold.ca
mailto:David.Holbrow@gshare.blackgold.ca
mailto:jennifer.hay@gshare.blackgold.ca
mailto:marla.kniesel@gshare.blackgold.ca
mailto:kristen.gilchrist@gshare.blackgold.ca
mailto:kiran.shaikh@gshare.blackgold.ca
https://maps.app.goo.gl/5CM5esVByrtKW2av8
https://hbs.blackgold.ca/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YxjF2UQu_o98NejmTOJqPIbbaLdgbWcu/view?usp=sharing
https://www.blackgold.ca/division-annual-calendar-2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pu9MeViJYVYkkTJjb-_gHmqViAysfFjW/view?usp=sharing


Home Education Handbook

Parent Directed Reimbursement Information

Virtual Open House

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/gsuiteintegration/index.html?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%2210Cpw7s00cAQfCUc3HONPhvFR-ZVSxe43%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22111459767084310030326%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D
https://hbs.blackgold.ca/parents/standards-for-home-education-reimbursement/
https://kuula.co/share/collection/7Jmcc?logo=0&info=0&fs=1&vr=1&zoom=1&gyro=0&thumbs=1


Mission Statement

Black Gold is a leading school division in creating innovative

programming to inspire and create success for students. Black

Gold Home-Based School is committed to providing flexible

learning options so every student can achieve. Home-Based

education choices work in cooperation with students, parents and

Black Gold Schools to ensure quality program planning and

transition. Home-Based School provides opportunities for Parent-

Directed or Teacher-Directed programs and is respectful of parent choice and collaboration. We

believe to achieve their full potential, children must be the center of all decisions related to

learning and provide course work online or in print in a variety of environments. Home-Based

education allows for a personalized learning opportunity for students who require flexibility.

Nicole Andersen
Nicole is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters


