
A message from Principal Travnik
Dear students, parents and guardians.

As we �nd ourselves halfway through the school year with just �ve months left to accomplish our
academic goals, I want to commend each and every one of you for your dedication and hard work
thus far. The �rst half of the academic journey has been �lled with challenges, growth, and
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achievements. Now, as we stand at this midpoint, it's crucial to
re�ect on our progress and refocus our energies towards the goals
we set at the beginning of the year. Let's continue to support one
another, embrace learning opportunities, and strive for excellence in
all that we do. With teamwork, determination, and a shared
commitment to success, I am con�dent that we will make these
next �ve months count and �nish the school year on a high note.
Keep pushing forward, stay focused, and let's make the remainder
of this academic year a period of remarkable accomplishments.

Students / parents, now that we are midpoint in the school year -
should you have any questions about your academic program please set up an appointment with
your teacher (s) to discuss your situation and come up with a plan to address any of your concerns.

As always, we are here to help, support and encourage you on your academic journey.

Sincerely,
Stan Travnik - Principal BGSD Outreach and Home-Based Schools

Home Based Special Events

Students had a wonderful time in kicking off the New Year carving their very own Soap Stone
creations. See a few of the pictures below. Keep your eyes peeled for more events coming soon!
February's event is Robotics for grades 5-9 only. Event on Thursday, February 15th! Also mark down,
Thursday, February 29th for MAKER SPACE!

Sign up required: https://forms.gle/bXdywfvY2jqLF8hv7
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Pink Shirt Day - February 28th

Pink Shirt Day falls on the last Wednesday of February every year; join us for Pink Shirt Day on
February 28th, 2024. Help us to create a more kind, inclusive world!

“Have courage and be kind. Where there is kindness there is goodness, and where there is
goodness there is magic.” - Cinderella
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Parent Directed - Home Education Reimbursement Information
Are you enrolled in the Parent Directed Home Education Program with us? We have included an
easy checklist for your Home Education Reimbursements. The PDF below is attached. The
reimbursements are for this school year only. Receipts must be dated for August 31, 2023 - June
2024. Deadline to submit reimbursements June 1, 2024. For all other information, check out our
website here: https://hbs.blackgold.ca/parents/standards-for-home-education-reimbursement/

Reimbursement-Claim-Form-Checklist-2019-2020-3.pdf
Download

848.3 KBPDF

Family Oriented Programming
Please see the exciting opportunities for families who reside in Leduc County. These sessions take
place on Tuesdays at Ecole Bellevue School in Beaumont. See the attached poster for more
information.
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Here is your chance to be involved in the education of your child.

First Parent Advisory Council Meeting for Alternative Learning including the Home Based School
and Beaumont and Leduc Outreach.

In attendance were Stan Travnik (Principal), Nicole Andersen (Coordinator), Barb McMullen (Vice-
Chair), Lori Heigh (Chair), and Sarah Heigh (Student Rep).
We have started a Parent Council for Black Gold Home Based and Outreach!

Next Parent Council Meeting - Tuesday, February 6th, 6 pm... Snacks provided!

Upcoming meeting dates:
Tuesday, Mar. 12
Tuesday, Apr. 30
Tuesday, June 4
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Please take a moment to �ll out Parent Council's Survey here:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScIcdYwFWgf1uzqB6DOWPxKplANBL0gX2FJ3GiIZAV
J5F9rOA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Alberta Education Assurance Survey
Every year, Alberta Education surveys students, their parents and all
teachers on behalf of schools and school authorities to assess
what is working well and where there is room for improvement. The
survey asks students in grades 4, 7 and 10, and their parents, about
their thoughts, feelings and experiences in school. The survey will
be administered between January and March 2024.

• Parents or guardians are issued a single-use Random Access Code mailed through Canada Post
to complete the survey online. Watch your mailbox!

See below for the letter from Alberta Education.
Remember, your voice matters!!

2024 Alberta Education Survey Letter.pdf
Download

135.4 KBPDF

Leduc Rotary Music Festival
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Registration for the Leduc Rotary Music Festival opens on December 1 - please see the attached
poster.

This annual music festival, which takes place April 2-18, 2024 is open to performers of all ages
from the City of Leduc and Leduc County.

Registration ends on January 26, 2024, with late registration wrapping up on February 2, 2024, so
there is plenty of time to consider taking part in the festival.

The Leduc Rotary Music Festival features classes from various disciplines, including piano, vocal,
musical theatre, instrumental, band, choir and speech. If your school has a band or choir, the
festival provides a wonderful opportunity to feature your talented students and offers a fun
experience to work toward over the coming months. There are also awards and scholarships
available to eligible individuals and groups.

Finally, our fees remain very competitive, with individual classes ranging from $15-$20 depending
on the age of the participant and large groups (13 or more people) at $80.

Please feel free to make this information available to the teachers and parents of your school,
particularly your music teachers.

If you have any questions about the festival, please do not hesitate to reach out to me directly!
Warm Regards,
Alex Singleton - registrar@leducmusicfestival.ca
Registrar
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Sports for Kids! Grade 1-12

Registration at Sports For Kids is now open for winter 2024. We have some awesome programs
specially designed for homeschooling groups. You can choose from a variety of sports, such as
basketball, soccer, tennis, �oor hockey, and more. Our programs are suitable for kids from grade 1
to grade 12. Our registration will open soon, and our programs will start in January 2024. The fee is
only $21 per hour per child. Head over to our website www.sportsforkids.ca to �nd out more.

18

http://www.sportsforkids.ca/
https://www.smore.com/app?s=logo


Accessing your Moodle
All digital course material & video links can be found on our new
Home-Based School Moodle Website https://moodle.blackgold.ca/
We will also be requesting that work submitted digitally (scanned or
pdfs) be uploaded through the Moodle dropboxes. Student logins
are provided in their Program Plans and are the same as their email/computer logins. Instructions
are found in each Moodle course. Please don’t hesitate to ask for help!

Community Events
Beaumont Library Calendar - Art Escapes, Book Clubs, Chess, Teen
Resume Help

Beaumont Drop-In-Sport link

Loaner BSRC Family Membership - Want to borrow a family
membership for a week? Contact the HBS!

18

https://moodle.blackgold.ca/
https://beaumontlibrary.com/
https://www.beaumont.ab.ca/729/Drop-In-Sports
https://www.smore.com/app?s=logo


CARC Virtual Webinars (Link) - Free & online!
Leduc City Guide
Leduc Fieldhouse Schedule
Leduc County Calendar - Family Paint Nights, PD Day Hangouts, Family Fun Sports Days, Grief
Support
Leduc Library Calendar - Lego & Gardening!

Telus World of Science Edmonton - https://telusworldofscienceedmonton.ca/

Royal Tyrrell Museum - link for more info

Put This On Your Calendar...
Wednesday, January 31 - PD Day - No School for Students
Thursday, February 1 - Semester 2 begins
Tuesday, February 6 - Parent Council Meeting - 6pm - Beaumont
Campus
Wednesday, February 7 - Early Child Development Expo @
Dansereau
Thursday, February 8 - No School for students - Teachers' Convention
Friday, February 9 - No School for students - Teachers' Convention
Wednesday, February 14 - Valentine's Day!
Thursday, February 15 - Robotics Special Event for grades 5-9 only
Monday, February 19 - No School - Family Day
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Wednesday, February 28 - PINK SHIRT DAY!
Sunday, March 10 - Daylight Savings Time - Move clocks ahead one hour!
Monday March 11 - No School for students - PD Day
Monday, March 25- Monday, April 1 - NO SCHOOL - SPRING BREAK!
Tuesday , April 2 - School resumes

The HBS Staff Contacts
All general Inquiries, please email: hbs@blackgold.ca
School phone: 780-929-5784

Principal - Mr. Stan Travnik - stan.travnik@gshare.blackgold.ca
Coordinator - Mrs. Tracy Melnyk - tracy.melnyk@gshare.blackgold.ca
Secretary - Mrs. Jennifer Hay - jennifer.hay@gshare.blackgold.ca
Grades 1-5 & Personalized - Mrs. Marla Kniesel - marla.kniesel@gshare.blackgold.ca
Grades 6-9 - Mrs. Kristen Gilchrist - kristen.gilchrist@gshare.blackgold.ca
Educational Assistant - Mrs. Kiran Shaikh - kiran.shaikh@gshare.blackgold.ca

Come Visit Us
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Home Based School Website

2023-2024 Division School Calendars

School Handbook 2023-2024

Parent Directed Reimbursement Information 2023-2024

Virtual Open House
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Created with

Communicate quickly and effectively with interactive newsletters.

Smore empowers educators to connect with their community, streamline school communications,
and increase engagement.

Create a newsletter

Mission Statement

Black Gold is a leading school division in creating innovative
programming to inspire and create success for students. Black Gold
Home-Based School is committed to providing �exible learning
options so every student can achieve. Home-Based education
choices work in cooperation with students, parents and Black Gold
Schools to ensure quality program planning and transition. Home-
Based School provides opportunities for Parent-Directed or Teacher-
Directed programs and is respectful of parent choice and collaboration. We believe to achieve their
full potential, children must be the center of all decisions related to learning and provide course
work online or in print in a variety of environments. Home-Based education allows for a
personalized learning opportunity for students who require �exibility.

Tracy Melnyk
Tracy is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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